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THE LAMPS ARE BURNING FOR: 
 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 
In Reparation 

 
LADY CHAPEL 

Swee Ang 
 

SACRED HEART CHAPEL 
Michael Purves 

 
To have the lamps burning for your intentions, 

visit maidenlane.org.uk/lamps 
 

 

✠ HOLY MASS FOR THE WEEK – 5TH DECEMBER 2021 
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SUNDAY 5TH   
✠ 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT Ps. Week 2 
9.30 am Mass Maureen Goodey RIP 
11.30 am Sung Mass in Latin Kemal’s Intentions 
5.00 pm Holy Hour  

MONDAY 6TH  
ST NICHOLAS, BISHOP 
12 noon Exposition 
1.05 pm Mass Fr John Francis Hoban RIP 
5.00 pm Holy Hour 
6.30 pm Sung Mass – 1962 Missal   

TUESDAY 7TH  
ST AMBROSE, BISHOP & DOCTOR 
No Public Mass today. Church open as usual for private prayer.Vincent Hoban RIP 

WEDNESDAY 8TH  
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,  
PATRON OF THE DIOCESE 
12 noon Exposition 
1.05 pm Mass Benefactors of Corpus Christi 
N.B. Church closed this evening for private function 

THURSDAY 9TH   
ST JUAN DIEGO CUAUHTLATOATZIN 
12 noon Exposition 
1.05 pm Mass Benefactors of Corpus Christi 
5.00 pm Holy Hour 

FRIDAY 10TH               (Friday Abstinence) 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY OF LORETO 
12 noon Exposition 
1.05 pm Mass Nikki & Harry Smith – Intentions 
5.00 pm Holy Hour 
6.30 pm Mass – 1962 Missal Good Counsel Network 

SATURDAY 11TH  
ST DAMASUS I, POPE 
5.00 pm Exposition 
6.00 pm Vigil Mass Francois Dimminger RIP – Anniversary 

SUNDAY 12TH   
✠ 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – GAUDETE SUNDAY Ps. Week 3 
9.30 am Mass Pro Populo 
11.30 am Sung Mass in Latin Rosaline Emily Joan Walsh RIP – Anniversary 
5.00 pm Holy Hour 
  

DONATIONS 
 
 
 

FIND US ONLINE 
 

LIVE STREAM 
maidenlane.org.uk/live 

 
FACEBOOK 

corpuschristimaidenlane 
 

INSTAGRAM 
@corpuschristishrine 

 
WEB 

maidenlane.org.uk 
 

Confessions: Confessions are heard for half an hour before all Masses, or by 
making an appointment with the Rector. 
Exposition & Benediction: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place 
each weekday, except Tuesdays from 12noon – 1pm, and every day, except 
Tuesdays, from 5pm – 6pm. 

maidenlane.org.uk/ 
support 

or scan the QR Code 
 

Thank you for your 
kindness and generosity. 

 
 
 



PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORD 
In the Season of Advent the liturgy highlights in a special way 
two figures who prepare for the coming of the Messiah: the 
Virgin Mary and John the Baptist. Today St Luke presents the 
latter to us and does so with characteristics that differ from 
those of the other Evangelists. “All four Gospels place the 
figure of John the Baptist at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry 
and they reveal him as the one who prepared the way for Jesus. 
St Luke presents the connection between the two figures and 
their respective missions at an earlier stage.... Even in 
conception and birth, Jesus and John are linked together”. 
This setting helps us to realize that John, as the son of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, both from priestly families, is not 
only the last of the prophets but also represents the entire 
priesthood of the Old Covenant and thus prepares people for 
the spiritual worship of the New Covenant inaugurated by 
Jesus. In addition, Luke discredits all the mythical 
interpretations that are often made of the Gospels, by putting 
the Baptist’s life in its historical context and by writing: “In the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate 
being governor... in the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas”. The great event, the birth of Christ, which his 
contemporaries did not even notice, fits into this historical 
framework. For God the great figures of history serve as a 
frame for the lowly! 
John the Baptist is described as “the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord, make his paths 
straight”. The voice proclaims the word, but in this case the 
Word of God comes first, since the word of God came to 
John, the son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He therefore 
plays an important role but always in terms of Christ. St 
Augustine comments: “John is the voice, but the Lord is the 
Word who was in the beginning. John is the voice that lasts for 
a time; from the beginning Christ is the Word who lives for 
ever. Take away the word, the meaning, and what is the voice? 
Where there is no understanding, there is only a meaningless 
sound. The voice without the word strikes the ear but does not 
build up the heart”. 
Today it is up to us to listen to that voice so as to make room 
for Jesus, the Word who saves us, and to welcome him into 
our hearts. Let us prepare ourselves in this Season of Advent 
to see, with the eyes of faith in the humble Grotto of 
Bethlehem, God’s salvation. In the consumer society in which 
we are tempted to seek joy in things, the Baptist teaches us to 
live in an essential manner, so that Christmas may be lived not 
only as an external feast, but as the feast of the Son of God 
who came to bring men and women peace, life and true joy. 
Let us entrust our journey to encounter the Lord who comes, 
to the motherly intercession of Mary, the Virgin of Advent, in 
order to be ready to receive, in our heart and in our whole life, 
the Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
SEVEN DAY LAMPS 
Are available at the back of the church for £5, or online at 
maidenlane.org.uk/lamps If you would like to donate 
towards the Sanctuary lamps, you can do so online too. 

  
 

CAROL SEASON… 
As we begin Advent, we enter also into Carol Season. For many 
years, we have hosted various Catholic charities, organisations 
and schools, as they come together to prepare for the Birth of our 
Lord through a service of Carols and Readings. Please be aware, 
therefore, that the church may be closed some evenings for these 
functions, and as such there will be no Holy Hour on those days. 
FRIDAY – OUR LADY OF LORETO 
This Friday is the feast of Our Lady of Loreto, which Pope 
Francis added to the universal calendar in 2019. This is a 
particularly special feast for us, as our renovated Lady Chapel is 
based on the design of the Chapel in Loreto! 
CHRISTMAS CHURCH CLEANING 
Please pop Saturday 18th December at 10.00am into your 
diaries, so that you can help us prepare the church for Christmas.  
DONATIONS 
I would like to say a very big thank you to everyone who has 
supported the work of the Shrine over the last few weeks and 
months – and particularly since lockdown. Through your 
generosity, we have been able to keep our doors open and the 
lights on… for now! 
As winter approaches, and as rising fuel costs hit all of us, we will 
need to make sure that we can keep the church warm and pay the 
bills – to keep the church open. The only money we have to 
survive on is the money that you give us each week. Unlike many 
other parishes, we have no alternative sources of income. Please 
could I ask you to be as generous as you are able? Just think 
what you spend in the various events of your lives – going for 
coffee or cocktails with friends, or the cost of a ticket to a show 
– and then consider what you give to the Church, i.e. to God. Is 
it appropriate? Donations can be made at Mass in real money, via 
our card machines, via our website at 
maidenlane.org.uk/support or by scanning the QR Code on 
the front of this newsletter. And remember, if you are able to 
Gift Aid your donations, please do so. This allows us to claim an 
extra 25p for every £1 you donate from the Government. A 
simple £10 donation very quickly becomes a £12.50 donation, 
with no extra cost to you. Thank you. 
WESTMINSTER SYNODAL PATHWAY 
As part of the worldwide consultation ahead of the 16th Ordinary 
General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in Rome, to be held 
in October 2023, the Diocese of Westminster has launched the 
first stages of its Synodal Pathway. Parishes are asked to make 
contributions by 21st January 2022. It’s important that voices 
from the Shrine are heard in this process. We are therefore asking 
our parishioners and regular worshippers to send us their 
thoughts. Visit maidenlane.org.uk/synod for more info. 
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
We have already received several emails from people asking for 
Christmas Mass times. These can all be found on our website at 
maidenlane.org.uk/christmas 
MASS INTENTIONS 
The Mass book is full now until February 2022. If you have any 
dates that you would particularly like to book for next year, please 
get them in as early as possible to avoid disappointment. 
maidenlane.org.uk/intentions  

Our sick parishioners and friends: Brona Lynch, Sheena Colman, Christos Hana, Philip Barney, Donna Webb, 
Christopher Bronne, Sandra Jones, Velrich Fernandes, Kee Ow Peng, Maria Jessiman, Sue Wingfield, Marilyn Bruce-
Mitford, Peter Noakes, Tony Pearce, David Jordan, Christopher Browne, Margaret Griffith, Pascal James, Jean Bernard, 
Brian Keenan, Sid Shepherd, Terry Miles, John Hughes, Warren Peterson, Nicholas Pollock, Fr Patrick Hayward, Traute 
Pollock, Noël Tobin, Geoff Smale, David Michael Barrett, Christopher Browne, John Lynch, Ann Gorman, Janet Seeley 
Of your charity – please pray for those who have died recently: Sr Jolanta, OCarm., Heather Bashford, Fr David Irwin, 
Jose Antonio & Bertha, Sir David Amess, Richard Canon Hearn, Amarilde Pellegrini, Concetta Wager, Nellie Goodwin, 
Marlis Okeke, Paul Colman, Nancy McWilliams, Virginia Maria Vaz, Fr Kidane Lebasi, Mgr Mark Langham, Mary Quinlan, 
Larinka Wright, Claus Tenzler, Mgr Frederick Canon Miles, Bill Tomlinson, Mgr John Klyberg, Christiane Brown 
 


